
Everett/Summer Reading-English III 

Dialectical Journal Assignment: Of Mice and Men    Name:  

 

The purpose of a dialectical journal is to identify significant pieces of text and explain their 
significance. It is another form of highlighting/annotating text and should be used to think 
about, digest, summarize, question, clarify, critique, and remember what is read. It is a way to take 
notes on what is read, using the actual text, so that when you are asked to write an 
essay or utilize the information from the text (possibly for a project), you do not have to reread the 
entire novel. 
 
To set up a dialectical journal, draw a line down the center of your binder paper. On the left-hand side of 
the page, title the column, “Note Taking.” On the right-hand side of the page, title the column, “Note 
Making.” The left-hand column (Note Taking) is where you will write the sentence/s or phrase/s 
from the text that illustrates a significant idea. Put quotation marks around the sentence/s to 
show that they are someone else’s words. If the passage is more than one or two sentences, 
you may abbreviate it in the following manner: Use an ellipsis or three dots in place of the words 
that are missing at the end. In the right-hand column, right next to the sentence/s or phrase/s that you 
chose, explain in your own words what is significant about the ideas represented in those sentence/s or 
phrase/s. Draw across the page underneath the entries so that the reader can see that they belong 
together. 
 

Dialectical Journals earning a grade of 93-100 will have the following elements: 

1. Covers all six chapters in Of Mice and Men. 

2. Should have five quotes for each of the chapters. 

3. Uses meaningful and significant quotes related to the one of the novella’s themes: Alienation and 

Loneliness; Idealism vs. Reality; Friendship and Loyalty; the American Dream; Hopes and Dreams; Sense 

of Morality 

5. Examines quotes in terms of themes and the quote’s significance to the book. 

6. Applies literary terms to the novella—conflict, irony, foreshadowing, characterization, and imagery. 

 I will be collecting your journals on the first day of class.  You may also type your dialectical journal, but 

this is optional. 

      

 

 

 



 
An example of a dialectical journal: 
TITLE OF TEXT: Of Mice and Men 
 AUTHOR: John Steinbeck 
STUDENT NAME AND DATE 
Sample Entry of Mice and Men  

Note Taking  Note Making 

Pg. 1 
The water is warm too, for it has slopped 
twinkling over the yellow sands in the sunlight 
before reaching the narrow pool. . .the valley 
side the water is lined with trees-willows fresh 
and green. . . 
 

 
Imagery and setting 
This place is like a little slice of paradise 
nestled next to the Gabilan mountains. I 
understand why George would want to spend 
the night there under the stars; it is a good 
place to just relax.  

Pg. 3  
 “You never oughta drink water when it ain’t 
running, Lennie. . .” 
 

Theme of friendship 
George is a good friend to Lennie because he 
wants to make sure Lennie won’t get sick, so 
he tells him to stay away from “scummy” 
water. George is like a father to Lennie, 
making sure he is safe from danger.  

Pg. 3 
Lennie dabbled his big paw in the water and 
wiggled his fingers. . .” 
 

Lennie is described using a lot of animal 
imagery. Maybe the author wants the reader 
to think of Lennie as an animal—less than 
human??? IDK 

Pg. 7 and pg.11  
“They run us out of Weed. . . 
“You keep me in hot water all the time. . . 
“Just wanted to feel that girl’s dress-just pet it 
like it was a mouse.” 

Foreshadowing 
George says Lennie constantly gets in trouble. 
He says Lennie’s instincts always cause 
problems. I have a feeling the same thing will 
happen on this new ranch.  

Pg. 13 
“Guys like us, that work on ranches, are the 
loneliest guys in the world. They got no family. 
They don’t belong no place. . .” 

Theme of loneliness 
George and Lennie’s itinerant lifestyle seems 
like such a hard existence. They have no place 
to call home and no roots.  

Pg. 14 “O.K Someday—we’re gonna get the 
jack together and we’re gonna have a little 
house and a couple of acres an’ a cow. an’ live 
off the fatta the lan”  

Hopes and Dreams 
Um, I think this dream is what gives the men 
hope in a time of despair. This dream is their 
motivation and it keeps them going when 
times are tough.   

Pg. 15 
“Look, Lennie. I want you to look around here. 
You can remember this place, can’t you. . .”if 
you jus’ happen to get in trouble like you 
always done before, I want you to come right 
here an’ hide in the brush.” 

Foreshadowing 
George is always preparing for the fact that 
Lennie will probably get in trouble again.  



 


